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As part of my New Years ‘pause to reflect on life’ thing I do 

every year, I’ve been thinking a lot about JDEtips’ 

Founder, Andy Klee. Even though we have not always seen 

eye to eye and often differed in our business decisions, we 

have over the years become close personal friends, always 

finding common ground in our shared goals for JDEtips. 

Where Andy and I truly bonded some 18 years ago was in 

the classroom! We share a passion for teaching others how 

to use JDE software, and imparting knowledge – truly 

sharing and imparting knowledge, and that is a trait that is 

often hard to find in this business. I remember when I 

attended my first training at the JD Edwards campus in 

Denver back in 1997 (wow, I’m going to town dating myself 

this time!) I could not get my head around the Business 

Unit Category Codes! You are likely thinking wow, why is 

she sharing this, but it was because the instructor just 

couldn’t present the material in a way that I could 

understand. It was a terrible experience, and I left the class 

wondering how I was ever going to excel at my new job 

with JD Edwards!  

That particular experience still drives me today, and one of the hardest challenges of my job is 

finding the right talent not only to teach our classes, but to provide consulting assistance to our 

clients when required. I am so proud of the professionals that we work with, many of which have 

also become close friends over the years. I would like to give a shout out to each and every one of 

you and say thank you! While we still have those Business Unit Category Codes to teach to users, 

the software has evolved to such exciting new heights! We love to share the new functionality that 

Oracle provides, and the awesome end user experience afforded by User Defined Objects (UDOs) 

which of course includes Orchestrator Studio. It’s still a very fun and challenging arena to work in! 

I admire Andy Klee for many things, but what is most impressive, I feel, is that he never let his 

physical limitations handicap him in any way. In fact, I believe it drove him harder to succeed. 

When I first started working for Andy, he drove me hard to succeed as well and he tested my 

integrity on a daily basis. I am so grateful to Andy for the moxie it took to create this company and 

the resultant respect that he has achieved and continues to achieve. When Andy retired in 2017, he 

left us knowing that we would continue to honor his legacy, something that every one of us at 

JDEtips takes very seriously. 

Thank you, Andy! 

Penny Allen, President and CEO 

Andy and Penny 
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Visit www.JDEtips.com for information on the JDEtips University schedule, private training and consulting, 
and our Knowledge Express Document Library.  
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