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By Paul Hanson 
 
Editor's Note:  The methods may be hi-tech, but the need is the same:  making sure you track 
employee time accurately.  Integrating a third-party time tracking system (such as Kronos) with 
JD Edwards can be a tricky situation. In the “time”-honored JDEtips tradition, Paul Hanson offers   
his interface design and code -- saving you time and expense.  Punch in here to learn more! 
 
Introduction 
 
During my 11 years working with JD Edwards® software, I have had the opportunity to work with 
all of the popular modules.  Much of this time has been spent developing integrations between 
World® General Ledger, Accounts Payable, Sales, Inventory, Procurement, Manufacturing, and 
Payroll. 
 
This article presents an interface between a third party time tracking system and JD Edwards 
World payroll time entry. 
 
Business Case 
 
The business case for any interface is simple.  For one reason or another, many businesses who 
implement JD Edwards also utilize third party systems or services that augment the JD Edwards 
solutions provided to the enterprise. 
 
It’s pretty common for a company to own some sort of labor time tracking system such as 
Kronos™.  Kronos and systems like it rely on an ID number, which can be entered on a keypad, 
swiped from a magnetic card, or scanned from a bar code.  The ID number corresponds with an 
employee record.  When the number is entered, the current time is captured.  This is what I refer 
to as punching a clock in the 21st century. 
 
Chances are that deploying this system, regardless of its size, was time consuming and costly to 
your company.  The system could be a pre-existing implementation or an add-on to your JD 
Edwards implementation.  In either case, it’s usually necessary to import the data captured by the 
time tracking system into JD Edwards.  The good news:  it’s not that difficult to build an 
integration that will fill the requirement. 
 
Without this automated interface, users must manually enter time card data through the JDE 
Time Entry function in order to get the data into the World Payroll application and ultimately into  
the appropriate General Ledger accounts.  It quickly becomes apparent that any efficiency gained 
by using the third party time tracking system is lost through this labor-intensive task.  Not to 
mention that manual data entry greatly increases the opportunity for errors. 
 
The Solution 
 
The solution to bringing the time card data into World is to build an interface such as I developed 
and implemented for a client who used a large deployment of a third party time tracking system. 
 
The objective of this interface is to import time tracking data from the third party time tracking 
system into JD Edwards Payroll Time Entry.  The interface replaces the functionality provided by 
the time entry applications found on menu G0712.  See Figure 1. 
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Figure 1 – Time Entry Menu 
 
The files to become familiar with for this solution are the F06116Z1 (Employee Transactions – 
Batch File) and the F06116 (Employee Transactions Detail File).  The layout of these files can be 
viewed by using hidden selection 40 from the JD Edwards command line.  The F06116 file is 
populated by the data imported into the F06116Z1.  A flow of the interface and where these files 
fit into the solution is shown in Figure 2. 
 

 
Figure 2 – Interface Data Flow 
 
You’ll need a custom file is needed as part of this solution.  I created F55116Z1 to hold the raw 
data retrieved from the time tracking system.  Figure 3 illustrates the file layout developed 
specifically for the time tracking system used by my client.  While the layout of your file may need 
some tweaking, I think you’ll get the idea of what types of fields need to be included. 
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